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GRA Website 
Director Tim Watkins will be coordinating with Robert Mellalieu (F1 
Computer Services) who has volunteered to rebuild a new website for 
the GRA.  Robert is a past President, current resident and member 
of the GRA.  We are anticipating our GRA website will be placed on 
the City of West Kelowna website in the new Year. 
 
Jackpine FSR (Forest Service Road)-Alternate Evacuation Route 
For many years, perhaps decades, the City of West Kelowna has 
stated that the Jackpine FSR is the Emergency Evacuation Route for 
the residents of Glenrosa.  For an equal period of time the GRA has 
raised concerns about the Jackpine FSR given (1) it is a FSR (2) only 
accessible 6 months a year and (3) the last place the community 
wants to evacuate to in the event of a fire. 
 
Having said that, the reality is what it is, and the City Website states: 
Alternate Evacuation Routes Maps-Glenrosa 
“In the event of an emergency in Glenrosa, Alternate Evacuation 
Routes are available, via Jackpine, Bear and Sunset Forest Service 
Roads, if needed. The Primary Evacuation Route is Hwy 97, via 
Glenrosa Interchange or Lower Glenrosa Road.” 
See: https://www.westkelownacity.ca/en/building-business-and-
development/reference-maps.aspx 
 
This includes the following two (2) links: 
View the Jackpine/Bear Map to Westside Road 
https://www.westkelownacity.ca/en/building-business-and-
development/resources/Documents/GlenrosaAlternateEmergEvacR
oute-Bear.pdf 
View the Jackpine/Bear/Sunset Map to Hwy 97C 
https://www.westkelownacity.ca/en/building-business-and-
development/resources/Documents/GlenrosaAlternateEmergEvacR
oute-Sunset.pdf 
 
With that reality in mind, I contacted the Minister of Forests Office at 
the Legislature in August to request signage from Upper Glenrosa 
onto the Jackpine FSR given there was none.  This seemed like a 
reasonable and practical request, particularly since it is unlikely that 
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most residents in Glenrosa have ever been on the Jackpine FSR or 
even know where to find it.  After receiving no response for some time, 
I enlisted the local MLA office (Macklin McCall) to assist the GRA with 
the request and were very helpful. 
 
Please find below the response we received on November 10 from 
the Office of the Minister of Forests: 
 

“The decision to utilize a FSR as an alternative egress route is 
completed on a case-by-case basis.  These alternative route decisions 
are made through collaboration/input with EMCR, MOTI, FOR 
including BC Wildfire Services and, applicable local FN’s leadership 
and local communities/Regional Districts. 
 

The Ministry of Forest generally does not recommend predetermined 
egress routes using Forest Service Roads (FSR) that lead into or 
through the forest because that is where wildfires originate and are 
likely to be and can put the public in harms way.  In past emergencies, 
pre-determined signed egress routes, like the Jackpine FSR, have led 
to confusion with the public automatically seeking those routes even in 
situations where the predesignated route is in the wildfire area and 
the roads are closed. 
 

In the event of an actual fire or other emergency, the incident command 
team works closely with Emergency Management and Climate 
Readiness (EMCR) and local governments such as City of West 
Kelowna and Westbank First Nation, to determine appropriate egress 
routes based on actual fire location and behaviour. 
 

BCWS working with local governments and Ministry of Transportation 
and Transit can quickly mobilize equipment to make roads passable in 
the event of an emergency.  For the above reasons, there is no plan 
currently for the Okanagan Shuswap Natural Resource District to 
install emergency route signs on the Jackpine FSR. 
 

Exploration of an alternate evacuation route that leads away from the 
forest (not into the forest) and is situated within city limits would 
involve the City, Regional District, and/or Ministry of Transportation 
and Transit.” 
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On receipt of this response we forwarded the correspondence to the 
city for their consideration and input.  On November 13 the GRA 
received the following email for the city: 
 

“Thank you for contacting the province regarding this signage. In the 
past, the CWK has provided signage and installed/maintained it. 
However, this was done outside of the City’s jurisdiction, at the City’s 
cost and against the wishes of the province. It came to a point that we 
could no longer maintain the signage due to ongoing damage and 
resource constraints (having to focus within our own jurisdiction). 
 

While it is correct that we work closely during an emergency, we 
believe that the Jackpine FSR is unique and plays an important role in 
meeting our need to evacuate the Glenrosa Neighbourhood. Being that 
this is such a broad area, there may be cases when sending the public 
“into the forest” (in an area not burning) may be the best option. While 
we all see wildfire as the primary risk, there could also be other 
situations that necessitate the use of this route. As such, we have 
prepared detailed maps that are located with the RCMP and at the 
Glenrosa Fire Station (as linked in your email). These could be 
distributed to the public by the RCMP if needed for evacuation 
guidance. 
 

We would also be quite happy if the province would acknowledge the 
importance of this route and additional signage was installed by the 
province, in this case.” 
 
This appears to be a classic example of the residents of Glenrosa 
being the “meat in the sandwich” in my opinion.  Although the 
Jackpine FSR may be used as an “alternate evacuation route” 
under the circumstances listed above, there is no chance the 
Jackpine FSR can be relied on as a viable “emergency evacuation 
route”, full stop. 
 
Good News 
The City of West Kelowna has been funded to conduct a “Glenrosa 
Emergency Egress Feasibility Study & Evacuation Planning” which 
includes examining and costing four (4) identified potential egress 
options.  Currently the final report is due March 13, 2026. 
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Please know the GRA is committed to securing a viable 
emergency evacuation route for Glenrosa residents in 2026 
following the final report. 
 
Special Council Meeting-November 18, 2025 
All the active Neighbourhood Associations were invited to make 
presentations to Council on November 18 regarding priorities and 
requests for their residents. 
See: https://www.westkelownacity.ca/en/news/council-highlights-
nov-18-2025.aspx 
 
The Neighbourhood Associations made a joint request for: 

1. Raise the funding to $1000 per association per annum 
2. Waive fees for community events organized at City facilities 
3. Place the organizations website and contact information on the 

City website 
I am pleased to report these requests were well received by Council.  
We expect to hear more in the New Year. 
 

Glenrosa Presentation 
This was delivered by Samuel Robson, Vice-President and Tim 
Watkins, Director.  The focus of the GRA presentation was: 

• Fiscal Responsibility & Planning 

• Neighbourhood Association Report 

• Emergency Preparedness 

• Glenrosa Community Planning 
The presentation generated a number of questions from council 
members and can be viewed on the link provided above. 
 

*I am pleased to report that Councillor de Jong presented a 
notice of motion at the November 25 Council Meeting, which 
may be considered at a future Council meeting, requesting 
changes to the Neighbourhood Community Associations Policy 
to increase the annual grant funding to a maximum of $1,000 
and a staff report on other potential policy changes, including 
waiving City facility rental fees and listing association 
information on the City website. 
 
GRA Priorities For 2026 
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• GRA 50th Anniversary & FireSmart Event 
Scheduled for June in Glenrosa; open to residents and families to 
celebrate 5 decades of community involvement and raise the 
awareness of FireSmarting our community.  Stay tuned for more 
details, we are always looking for volunteers. 
 

• Viable Emergency Exit 
It is finally time for Glenrosa, a community of almost 7000, to secure 
a viable emergency exit.  The study conducted by the City will report 
out in early Spring and the GRA plans engage Council and the 
Community to determine our best option. 
 

• Improved Sidewalks, Bike Lanes & Street Lighting 
We are pleased to see the City Transportation Master Plan (TMP) has 
included the Lower Glenrosa Rd in the scheduled projects for  
sidewalks and bike lanes, this is an important step in the right 
direction and a long time coming.  The GRA submission to the City 
TMP was clear, requesting an upgrade of sidewalks, bike lanes and 
streetlighting for the entire Glenrosa Public Bus Route.  Below is a 
photo of Weber Road, south of McRae heading to Glenrosa 
Elementary.  This is the minimum standard requested. 
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• Advocating For Solar Power  
The GRA has been advocating for integrating solar power on all public 
facilities in the City of West Kelowna.  Achieving “Net Zero (0)” for our 
electrical demand would save the City an estimated $1.5 million in 
2026 alone.  We also continue to encourage the City to study the 
financial benefits of investing in a solar farm in partnership with the 
Westbank First Nation and other partners. 
 

“In 2024 and 2025, BC Hydro issued new power calls to obtain up to 
10,000 gigawatt hours (GWh) of renewable electricity per year.  The 
new Site C dam has a capacity of 5,100 GWh per year.  While 15,000 
GWh is a lot of new power, it will still not come close to meeting 
demand coming from the resource sector, high-tech and green 
hydrogen production.” Business In Vancouver (BIV) 21/11/2025 
 

Given our geography is the “Sunny Okanagan” it is a proven fact that 
the City of West Kelowna has the solar generating potential to be a 
literal “powerhouse”.  In addition to the revenue generated this could 
also easily solve our longstanding demand for a 2nd power source for 
West Kelowna. 
 

• Municipal Elections October 17, 2026 
Timing is everything and the GRA plans on advocating relentlessly 
for our priorities in 2026.  Increasing community participation and 
turnout is essential in the upcoming municipal election.  In 2022 
although 28,000 residents were eligible to vote, less than 20% turned 
out.  Every Councillor was elected with less than 3,000 votes.  
Glenrosa is the largest and most populous neighbourhood in West 
Kelowna.  As an organized and focused community, we could easily 
determine the outcome of the next civic election. 
 

We plan to engage the candidates and press our agenda at every 
opportunity which may include a town hall in Glenrosa.  At the end 
of the day our GRA campaign will put our community needs first, not 
any particular ideology or candidate.  
 
Warm regards 
 

Dan Goy 
GRA President 
(604) 690 2252 


