
West KeloWna Budget suBmission 

We acknowledge that we live and work on the traditional, unceded territory of the 
sqilxʷ/syilx (Okanagan) People 

 

December 2025 

 

Subject: $1.7 Million Invested in Expanding City Parking Lot 

 

The Glenrosa Residents Association (GRA) is a legally incorporated non-profit 

society of Glenrosa residents, formed to ensure that the quality of life in Glenrosa is 

maintained and enhanced.  The GRA originally began as the Glenrosa Homeowner’s 

Association in 1976.  The original object of the society was to promote and organize 

the interests, functions, and activities set out for the owners of residential dwellings.  

Fast forward to 1996 when the members of the organization went ahead and not only 

changed the name to the Glenrosa Resident’s Association but also allowed ALL 

residents of Glenrosa to be involved and incorporated as a society on April 8th, 1997.  

The GRA is committed to advocate for all issues concerning the public interest 

including prudent expenditures and fiscal responsibility. 

 

Please know the GRA strongly objects to $1.7 million allocated to expanding the 

City Hall and Memorial Park parking lot from 60 to 100 stalls by a majority of West 

Kelowna Council; specifically Mayor Milsom, Councillors Da Silva, Friesen and 

Zanon. 

 

What happened to the consideration of adopting solar power for City facilities that 

would save taxpayers money by significantly cutting utility expenses? 

 

It appears you have completely ignored the GRA very public attempts to inform, 

educate and profile the merits and benefits of solar power over the past two (2) 

years starting with our: 

• Presentation to Council in May 2024 

• Extensive and in-depth presentation to Council in May 2025 

• GRA proposal for a “Referendum Vote” on Solar Power for City of West 

Kelowna Facilities in August 2025  

 

The GRA presentation in May of 2025 included an installation quote from a local 

solar contractor, IPS, for a 100KW solar system on City Hall which included: 

• A gross total lifetime utility bill savings of $524,699 at current BC Hydro 

rates 

• A net system cost of $166,700 inclusive of the standard $25,000 rebate from 

BC Hydro  
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The fact is the cost would likely be considerably less given the vast array of 

available grants, rebates and subsidies, such as the following:  

 

BC Hydro Energy Efficiency Fund 

The Energy Efficiency Plan is a $700 million fund to invest in tools, technology, and 

programs for customers over the next three years to encourage more energy efficient 

choices and a shift away from using energy during peak times to support the energy 

transition.  This investment is a 60% increase over previous budgets and adds up to 

about 2,000 gigawatt hours of savings, which is the equivalent of powering 200,000 

homes. 
 

In August 2025 the BC Hydro Energy Efficiency Plan provided 40% ($875,000) of 

the total cost.  According to BC Hydro, the 148,000-square-foot solar array is as big 

as two football fields and features 2,460 high-efficiency solar panels.  It’s expected 

to produce 1.7 gigawatt-hours of renewable electricity annually and this rooftop 

solar installation at Okanagan industrial park the largest of its kind in BC. 

 

Green Municipal Fund 

For 25 years, Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM’s) Green Municipal Fund 

(GMF) has helped Canadian municipalities, big and small, invest in their future.  

This supports homegrown sustainability and resilience projects that work for 

Canadians by creating jobs, lowering costs, and strengthening local economies. 
 

Municipally owned buildings like fire stations and community centres provide 

critical services.  By upgrading the energy performance of existing buildings or 

constructing new, efficient facilities, municipalities can address today’s budget 

pressures while preparing for long-term sustainability and a thriving future.  These 

improvements create local jobs, lower energy costs and enhance building comfort, 

all while helping municipalities achieve their climate goals. 
 

Applications for the Sustainable Municipal Buildings offer will close temporarily 

after December 19, 2025, and reopen in early 2026 with expanded eligibility to 

include both municipal and community buildings.  To date the GMF has funded 2736 

projects across Canada representing $1.9 billion which provides up to 50% of project 

costs. 

 

The Local Government Climate Action Program (LGCAP) 

Launched in 2022 by the BC Government the Local Government Climate Action 

Program (LGCAP), provides funding for climate initiatives aligned with the  
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CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 and/or the Climate Preparedness and Adaptation 

Strategy.  To date, over $120.5 million in LGCAP funding has been disbursed to 

B.C.'s local governments and Modern Treaty Nations for climate action.  This 

program provides local governments and Modern Treaty Nations with funding, 

guidance and direct support to effectively implement climate actions across B.C.   

The funding supports timely local climate action that reduces greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions, prepares communities for the impacts of a changing climate and creates 

new opportunities for people in the clean economy. 

 

Federal Smart Renewables and Electrification Pathways Program (SREPs), 

Launched in 2021 by the Federal Government, this is a $4.5-billion program 

designed to support the deployment of grid modernization, energy storage and 

renewable energy technologies in every region of Canada, helping to grow the grid 

in a sustainable, affordable and reliable manner.   
 

This past summer the George Gordon First Nation (Bethune, Saskatchewan), 

through Wicehtowak Solar, announced $33 million in federal funding and a $7 

million loan guarantee for a 32 MW solar farm thanks to the SREP.  

 

Summary 

Had West Kelowna adopted in principle solar power for city facilities, given the 

various programs available by a multitude of governments, the capital costs may 

have been negligible.  However, we will never know because Mayor Milsom, 

Councillors Da Silva, Friesen and Zanon chosen to burn up $1.7 million on 

expanding a parking lot. 
 

Please know the GRA is not only disappointed, but we are also insulted.  
 

Solar power is a proven and well-established technology.  In 1979, President Jimmy 

Carter had solar panels installed in the White House during his term as President.  

Commercial solar panels were first available from ARCO Solar in 1986.  The 

economics of solar are undeniable, the potential revenue generation and resulting 

economic prosperity in the sunny Okanagan are substantial. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Dan Goy, President 

Glenrosa Residents Association 

glenrosaassociation@gmail.com 

604 690 2252 
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