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New GRA Website
No change from my last report. If any Director is interested in taking
this on, please step forward.

GRA Financial Statement
GRA Treasurer, Janice Grimm, produced a financial statement,
please find it attached.

Constitution & Bylaw review
This is ongoing and requires a review of the most recent amendments

Follow-up arising from the presentation to City of West Kelowna

Electrical billing — City of West Kelowna

The central theme or proposition the GRA made to the Council on
May 20 was that applying the principles of solar “Net Metering”
installations to City Facilities would generate power and save
taxpayers significant money. The technology is proven; the local
examples of solar power are numerous and the economic benefits to
the community irrefutable.

The big unknown for the City of West Kelowna and taxpayers is “How
much money are we talking about?” On June 19t the GRA requested
a list of City Facilities from the City, including the electrical billing
charge for each of them. This could be 2024 or perhaps the first
quarter of 2025. The request was made directly to the City CAO, Ron
Bowles, copied to the Mayor. We are confident a “Net Metering” solar
installation could be designed and installed that would result in a
“Net Zero” electrical bill for City of West Kelowna.

To date the GRA has not received a response to this request.

Building Permit required for residential solar installation

The GRA also brought to the Council’s attention added expense of a
“Building Permit” when a homeowner installed solar power on their
residence. We installed solar power on our residence in 2022 and
this added an additional $1200 to the cost. We raised this issue
because of two (2) reasons. 1. This was an “Electrical Installation”
and required no new building construction. 2. Other local
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jurisdictions such as the City of Kelowna, the City of Summerland
and the District of Summerland do not require a “Building Permit”.

Despite the rational of the City, one thing was clear, this was a
discretionary decision, either by staff or by Council. The GRA
characterized this requirement as a “cash grab” and many of the
other Neighbourhood Associations agreed and expressed this in their
objection in their presentations at the May 20t Council “Committee
of the Whole” meeting.

On June 19t requested a meeting with staff to further discuss this
requirement. The request was made directly to the City CAO, Ron
Bowles, copied to the Mayor.

To date the GRA has not received a response to this request.

Studio interview with Kelowna Now

On Monday morning (June 23), I was interviewed by Jim Csek in-
studio at the Kelowna Now. This was an in-depth interview about
the West Kelowna “Building Permit” requirement when installation of
residential solar and issues relating to solar power in the Okanagan.
See:

https://www.kelownanow.com/watercooler/news/news/West Kelo

wna/25/06/23/Local resident calls for an end to West Kelowna

s solar permitting fees

Glenrosa FireSmart

Application of the FireSmart program to Glenrosa is a priority for the
GRA. The Fire Chief, Jason Brolund and FireSmart Representative,
John Martin are attending the next GRA Executive meeting and
making a presentation. Exits, evacuation, WASP fire protection
system, public property, city property and private property will be
discussed. Fire mitigation work conducted by the WFN surrounding
Glenrosa is also on the agenda.

GRA request to FireSmart City Property

As a result of a car fire at Mclver Rd and McQueen Rd the GRA
contacted FireSmart West Kelowna and requested that a small
triangular area of city property at that intersection (fire hazard) be
addressed.
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Mark Roberts, | City of West Kelowna Parks Manager responded
as follows:

“Currently, the crew is actively working across more than 10 high-risk
treatment areas throughout the city. Each site has been selected based
on its potential impact and urgency.

The request for treatment at the corner of Mclver and McQueen Roads
has been received, and a work order has been created. If the FireSmart
Crew completes their current list of priority sites before the end of
summer, they will begin addressing additional work orders, including
this one.”

Glenrosa Residents Association SO0th Anniversary (1976)

Given the 50t anniversary of the GRA is next year we will be
discussing an event for next year over the coming months. Stay
tuned.

Dan Goy
GRA President
(604) 690 2252
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